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VII.
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IX.

Agenda

Public Hearing and
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting

Town of Damariscotta, Maine
November 17, 2021; 5:30 PM
Damariscotta Town Hall

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Hearing — General Assistance Ordinance Amendments
Call to Order

Action on Public Hearing Item

Minutes
1. November 3 Meeting

Financial Reports
1. Payroll Warrant #
2. Accounts Payable Warrant #

Presentations
1. Maine Department of Transportation Presentation on Belvedere Road/ US 1 Bypass
Intersection

2. Further Review of Waterfront Improvement Project 60% Design Drawings- Wright
Pierce and SLR Consultants

Citizen Comments and General Correspondence
1. Request for Board resolution on Proposed Amendment to State Constitution Re:
Right to Clean Air, Clean Water and Healthy Environment- Audrey Hufnagel

Town Manager Items
1. Note on Contract for Assessing Services

2. Main Street Sidewalk Project Update

1



X. Official Action Items
1. Waterfront improvement Project 60% Design Plans
2. Contracts for Fuel Oil and Propane
3. Acceptance of Grant Award for Police Department

XI. Selectmen’s Discussion Items

XII. Adjournment



Town Manager Notes for November 17, 2021

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting

Public Hearing/Action on Public Hearing Items

1. Public Hearing on Amendments to General Assistance (GA) Ordinance-The General Assistance
Ordinance amendments are periodically required due to programmatic changes enacted by the
State Legislature during the previous legislative session. The Board must formally adopt the
changes for Damariscotta’s GA program. | have asked the Town’s General Assistance Administrator
Cheryl Pinkham to attend Wednesday’s meeting to review the changes with the Board. The
appendices will incorporate changes to the benefit payment schedule.

Recommended Action: Approve the State-required amendments to the General Assistance

Ordinance appendices.

Presentations

1. Maine Department of Transportation staff — Recently, Selectmen Anderson and Hagar, Police Chief
Jason Warlick and | met with staff from the Maine Department of Transportation’s Traffic Safety
Division. The main discussion item was the intersection of Belvedere Road and Extension with US 1
Bypass. The number and severity of accidents at this intersection have been a major concern for
decades. Although some intermediate steps have been taken to address the safety issues, this
continues to be one of the worst rural intersections in the State. During the meeting the MDOT staff
reviewed a number of alternatives and their plan for a solution. The Department has included in the
third year (2024) of their three-year plan the construction of a $3.1 million roundabout at the
intersection. The analysis conducted by the Department shows that there will be a significant
reduction in the number of accidents with this improvement with minimal impact on what the
analysts refer to as the mobility factor.

Two other intersections that the Town has asked to have reviewed - the intersection of School
Street and Main Street (US 1 B) and School Street and Bristol Road -were also addressed during this
meeting.

Following up on the Board’s request at your November 3 meeting, Dennis Emidy and Jeff Pulver
from MDOT will have a PowerPoint presentation to make at Wednesday’s meeting.

2. Review of Waterfront Improvement Project 60% Design Drawings- At your November 3 meeting
Jan Wiegman from Wright Pierce and Mike Zarba from SLR Consultants reviewed the 60% design
plans for the balance of the improvements in the Waterfront Project. Board members requested
that you have additional time to review the design drawings prior to approving the design plans.



Attached are the documents that you received by email prior to the November 3 meeting. Please be
sure to bring the hard copies of the plans that you have from the last meeting.

Citizen Comments and General Correspondence

1. Request for Board resolution on Proposed Amendment to State Constitution Re: Right to Clean
Air, Clean Water and Healthy Environment- Audrey Hufnagel is requesting that the Board take
formal action in support of this legislation sponsored by State Senator Maxmin. Attached is Audrey’s
request and the thread of emails between her and me.

Town Manager Notes (verbal reports)
Official Action Items

1. Waterfront improvement Project 60% Design Plans
Recommended Action: Approve the 60% Design Plans for the Waterfront Improvement Project
with any changes in the plans that the Board agreed on during the presentations portion of this
Board meeting.

2. Contracts for Fuel Oil and Propane- | have not yet received this from Colby and Gale.

3. Acceptance of Grant for the Police Department- The Board previously approved the Police
Department’s application for a grant to replace five bullet proof vests. The Department recently
received notification that it had received a grant for $3,199 which is half the cost of the new vests.
Recommended Action: Accept the grant and approve the expenditure of grant funds for the
purchase of five bullet-proof vests for the Police Department.
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Dear Selectman Fraser,

My name is Audrey Hufnagel. | am a sophomore at Lincoln Academy and a resident of
Damariscotta. | am writing to ask you and the town Board of Selectmen to consider a resolution
endorsing the Pine Tree Amendment.

The Pine Tree Amendment is a bill proposed by Senator Chloe Maxmin that will be considered
in the upcoming session of the Maine legislature. It has received bipartisan support from the
house and the senate. If passed, it would amend the Maine constitution to protect the right to
clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment for all people.

Some of the things that | love most about Damariscotta and the state of Maine are the beautiful
forests, rivers, lakes and other natural places that are so abundant. | love taking boat trips on
the Damariscotta River, seeing the seals and the birds and the oyster farms, and | enjoy hiking
on surrounding trails and seeing the diverse wildlife. | want all of this to be protected, and the
Pine Tree Amendment will help do so.

Having the Pine Tree Amendment would benefit Damariscotta. Clean air, clean water and a
healthy environment are good for the health of the people of Damariscotta, especially children.
The Amendment also helps preserve the wildlife and land, which makes this area a more
appealing place to live, as well as attracting tourists who fuel the local economy and support
small business. Also, Damariscotta oyster farmers rely on clean water to grow oysters. All of
these things would be protected by the Pine Tree Amendment.

The states of Pennsylvania and Montana both have amendments like the Pine Tree Amendment
that have been used successfully to protect the environment and stop environmentally harmful
projects.

| understand that the Damariscotta Board of Selectmen do not usually consider endorsements
such as this, but | believe that this bill is crucial to the future of our town and our state. Two
other municipalities, Brunswick and Camden, have passed similar resolutions. Voting in favor of
this resolution would not bind the town of Damariscotta to anything, but it would signal local
support for this issue, which would help get the bill passed. | therefore urge you to consider
passing a resolution in support of the Pine Tree Amendment.

Sincerely,
Audrey Hufnagel

P.S. Below is a sample script for a resolution about the Pine Tree Amendment. | do not know
how resolutions are formatted in Damariscotta, but this includes some of the language that
could be included in a possible resolution.



RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A “PINE TREE AMENDMENT” TO
THE MAINE STATE CONSTITUTION

WHEREAS, the right of people in Maine to a clean and healthy environment is not given any
protection in the State of Maine’s Constitution;

WHEREAS, a clean and healthy environment sustains healthy lives and is fundamental to
preserving Maine's heritage for future generations, as well as protecting industries that depend
on natural resources;

WHEREAS, the State of Maine has a long history of environmental protection and leadership to
protect the health and environment of people in Maine;

WHEREAS, while environmental laws are designed to manage pollution, clean up and
remediate contamination, and conserve natural resources, these laws do not support the notion
that a clean and healthy environment is a fundamental, inalienable right;

WHEREAS, there are still a multitude of issues threatening Maine’s water, air, natural resources,
such as climate change; emerging contaminants, such as PFAS and PFOA, in our drinking
water supplies; poor to failing air quality; and disproportionate environmental impacts on
environmental justice and frontline communities.

WHEREAS, in recognition of these facts, the Pine Tree Amendment (LD489) has been
introduced in the Maine State Senate and House by Senator Chloe Maxmin, and among those
co-sponsoring are Senator Richard Bennett, Senator Russell Black, Representative Bill
Pluecker, Representative H. Landry, Representative Margaret O’Neil, Representative Laurie
Osher, and Representative Rachel Talbot Ross on a tri-partisan basis. The bill states:

“The people of the State have the right to a clean and healthy environment and to the
preservation of the natural, cultural and healthful qualities of the environment. The State
may not infringe upon these rights. The State shall conserve, protect and maintain the
State’s natural resources, including, but not limited to, its air, water, land and ecosystems
for the benefit of all the people, including generations yet to come.”

WHEREAS, in recognition that to enact a Pine Tree Amendment in the Maine Constitution the
above-mentioned bill must be passed by the Maine State Legislature and then be voted on
as part of a statewide referendum;

WHEREAS, if the Pine Tree Amendment is passed by the Senate and the House, and if it is
agreed to by the voters in a public question ballot referendum, this "Pine Tree Amendment"
will be added to Article 1, the Declaration of Rights, of the Maine State Constitution;

WHEREAS, the town of Damariscotta hereby supports the Pine Tree Amendment (LD489); so
that the voters may choose whether to add environmental rights to the Declaration of Rights of
the Maine State Constitution, and further

RESOLVED, that the town of Damariscotta supports the passage of the Pine Tree Amendment
by the Maine State Legislature Legislature in 2022 in time to be on the ballot in November
2022;



RESOLVED, that the town of Damariscotta encourages its County based legislative
delegation to support LD489 for full passage by the Senate and House, so that the voters of
our great State and great County may choose whether to add the right to a clean and healthy
environment to the Declaration of Rights of the Maine State Constitution;

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to our State Legislative Delegation, the
Pine Tree Amendment coalition*, and county elected officials.

*Pine Tree Amendment coalition: pinetreeamendment@gmail.com







